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DOCUMENTING YOUR SOURCES
(MLA)

IN-TEXT CITATIONS

¢ In your paper, you must “document your source by indicating what you borrowed — whether
facts, opinions, or quotations — and where you borrowed it from” (Gibaldi 104).

e (reate all entries for your list of Works Cited before you determine how you will cite each
source in your text.
Every citation in your text refers to a source in your list of Works Cited at the end of your paper.

¢ The citation is placed in parentheses ( ) near the material documented and before the punctuation
mark that ends the sentence, clause or phrase.

¢ The citation in parentheses uses the first word(s) of the Works Cited entry, followed by the page
number(s) from the source.

If the entry in the Works Cited list starts with one author’s name —
the citation in the text will look like this (Gibaldi 184)
If the entry in the Works Cited list starts with 2 or more authors’ names —
the citation in the text will look like this (Adams, Faux, and Rieber 32)
If the entry in the Works Cited list starts with a title —
the citation in the text will look like this (Sixteen 123) or (“Dempsey”’)
If the entry in the Works Cited list is one of 2 works by the same author —
the citation in the text will look like this (Steinbeck Grapes 32) or
(Steinbeck Red 86)

TOP OF THE FIRST PAGE OF A WORKS CITED LIST
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Chopra, Linda L., Frances Ebbers, Mary Anne Kovacs, Louis M. Papes. Research

2:The Research Paper. Dubuque: The Center for Learning, 1991.

Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. New York:
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e The Works Cited page is a separate page at the end of your research paper.
The Works Cited page must contain an entry for each resource you use, quote from or cite in
your research paper.

® Begin each entry at the left margin. Use hanging indentation for each entry -- the second line of
each entry is indented Y2 inch from the left margin.

¢ Double-space within and between all entries.
e Alphabetize all entries by the first word in each entry, except for the beginning A, An or The.




